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ROYAL HOSPITAL at Greenwich. 
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HOUGH the ſingularity of this pub- 
lication may poſſibly excite ſome ſur- 
prize, nay perhaps even cenſure, on its firſt 


. VA 7 
introduction into the world; eee, 
fident expectations, that upon the whole it 


\ 


% 


will be eventually approved of. 


The reaſons inducing me to entertain this 
hope, are founded on the preſumption that 
the arguments advanced in its favour, when 
candidly conſidered, mall be acknowledged 

Sigg 2 as 


B 
as admiſſible; but more eſpecially on the con- 
ſcious perſuaſion, that a due attention to the 
main, and more immediately eſſential part of 
my ſubject, will be productive of the moſt 
happy conſequences to the community ; by ob- 
viating the progreſs of an evil, the prevalence 


of which calls loudly for redreſs. 


The effects of this evil are not only of the 


moſt pernicious tendency to the health, but 


: * 
even fatal to many, of the human ſpecies; in- 


ſomuch that the ſtate loſes ſeveral thouſands of 
its ſubjects annually, thro the conſtitutional diſ- 
eafes acquired and entailed from this cauſe. 
Therefore ſhould the preſent attempt to op- 
poſe it, prove adequate to the falutary defign in 
view, I humbly flatter myſelf, that, in what- 


ever light it may be held by the weak and 


narrow-minded, or by thoſe who are otherwiſe 


biafled, 


(*) 
biafſed, it will find protection with the ſenſible 
and unprejudiced Pbilanthropift. | 

Encouraged from this idea, and likewiſe 
ſtrongly impelled from motives of the higheſt 
veneration for a character ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed for an honeſt ardour, and the moſt 
animated exertions in the ſervice of your 
country, I may ſay, for real patriotic virtue; 
and no leſs admirable for a peculiar benevo- 
lence and goodneſs of heart, hh I have 
ſenſibly experienced, I could not then heſitate 
in determining to whom I ſhould addreſs a a 
work, the principal object of which was—that 


of rendering utility to mankind. 


But although I feel myſelf highly juflifiable 
in ſuch a deciſion ; and alfo anxiouſly wiſh for 
an opportunity of making my public acknow- 


ledgments to you; I muſt, at the ſame time 


A 3 that 


( 
that I take the liberty of gratifying my incli- 


nation in this, apologize for a mode ſo unſuita- | 
ble to the faſhion of the times ;—a mode, how- | 
ever, which as! conceive it to be no way im- 
proper, I have been induced fondly to adopt, 
for the purpoſe of offering a grateful and merit- 


ed tribute to the moſt liberal, and truly diſinte- 
reſted friendſhip. 


I have the honour to remain, 
With the greateſt reſpect and attachment, 


SIR, 


— 


Your much obliged, 


And moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


Newman Street, 
Sept. 10, 1784. 5 
W. ED MON STONE. 


INT R O- 


INTROD UCTION 


HE evil, the prevention of which is the 

ſubject of this Eſſay, having been diſ- 
tinguiſhed by different appellations according 
to its various forms and other circumſtances, 
is vulgarly known by the general character of 
the Venereal Diſeaſe. It will appear, how- 
ever, from what follows, that the characteriſtic 
name I have beſtowed, is ſuitably adopted, 
and very applicable to its real qualities. 

It we view it in the proper pathologic ſenſe, 
it may well be pronounced a malady as 1nju- 
rious, and almoſt as fatal, to health, as any 
that we have knowledge of, or that can be 
pointed out in the extenfive catalogue of dif- 
eaſes with which the human frame is liable to 
be inflicted. It muſt alſo be allowed, that 
not only its immediate, but even its very re- 
mote effects, are peculiarly inimical to every 
enjoyment : and I ſhall endeavour, moreover, 
to prove that there are moral conſequences of 


much evil tendency belonging to it. 
| A4 Therefore, 
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Therefore, it may be juſtly inferred, that 
the actual prevention of ſo pernicious and ſo 
complicated an evil, ought to be regarded as 

proportionably uſeful and highly 1mportant. 
But notwithſtanding the obvious reaſon and 
propriety of ſuch an opinion; and although it 
cannot be denied that the prevalence of this 
evil has done much real and manifeſt 1njury to 
a vaſt number of individuals, and, of conſe- 
quence, to the community ; 1t 1s nevertheleſs 
true and equally ſurpriſing, that its baneful in- 
fluence has been allowed to pervade this me- 
tropolis and country for ſeveral centuries, unop- 
— poſed, and without eyer having engaged an 
attention ſo ſerious as to become the object of 
a public inſtitution for encouraging experi- 
mental inveſtigation; and for inciting the 
| emulous exertions of medical gentlemen to at- 
tempt the diſcovery of means that might prove 
adequate to prevent its further progreſs. 

Whar has been the cauſe of this inattention 
in the legiſlature of our N. and other coun- 
tries, I ſhall not take upon me to determine; 
but a conviction of the effential good that 

would ariſe to mankind from the invention 
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and promulgation of a preventative of the 
venereal diſeaſe, has induced me not only to 
apply my particular attention to invent one; 
but alſo, having diſcovered it, to endeavour 
to propagate its uſe, by publiſhing it to the 
world, 


Tho' from abundant experience, I am fully 


ſatisfied that the Prophylactic I recommend 


is qualified to an{wer the end which it is in- 
tended to fulfil ; yet I did not feel this reaſon 


alone ſufficient for reconciling me to the mea- 

ſure of publiſhing a work entirely of a novel 
complexion, (and upon that account the more 
arduous), had I not been encouraged to ſuch 
an undertaking by ſome other gentlemen, 
who, having experienced its efficacy, were 
pleaſed to expreſs their flattering appro- 
bation and wiſhes, that I ſhould adopt the 
reſolution of announcing to the Public what 
ſeemed ſo likely to be productive of general 
utility. | 


Such ſatisfactory confiderations, favourably . 
coinciding with my own inclination, have pres 


vailed with me at length to overcome the ob- 
ſtacles of reſtraint which had long oppoſed it; 
and now operate with that degree of force 


which 
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which hath prompted me to undertake and 


enables me to execute the preſent work. 

It is very well known to many of my ac- 
quaintance in London, that ſo long ago as the 
year 1773, I not only made uſe of a Preven- 
tative Liquid in my practice, but alſo once or 
twice gave intimation of it in the public pa- 
pers, and had declared my intention of wri- 


ting upon the ſubject: But finding myſelf at 


that time reſtrained from certain impreſ- 
ſions of ſcrupulous delicacy, added to a want 
of more confidential experience, I was thence 
influenced to decline the immediate execution 
of what I had propoſed, and to poſtpone my 
favourite intention of publiſhing my thoughts 
upon this topic, until time and circumſtances 
might remove thoſe embarraſſments, and more 
fully determine me with reſpe& to the pro- 
priety of the meaſure in contemplation. 

| Since then, I have been abroad, for ſeve- 
ral years, upon public ſervice ; and had I not 
been ſo long engaged there in my profeſſion 
as a ſurgeon to the army, it is very probable, 


that ſuch a performance as I now offer might 


have been publiſhed much ſooner. However, 


the diſadyantage to me from the delay 1s am- 


ply 


08 
ply compenſated by the additional confidence 
and pleaſure reſulting from a more extenſive 
knowledge, and confirmed experience. 

The circumſtance of novelty connected with 
this little work, may render it either the ſub- 
ject of approbation or of cenſorious criticiſm, 
according as it ſhall meet the conceptions of 
thoſe who are differently prepoſſeſſed: but 
time, which is the deciding arbiter, will ultt= 
mately adjuſt whatever at preſent may appear 
doubtful concerning its object, and I truſt, will 
firmly meg wi ſtandard of more univerſal 


experience in ſupport of what it recommends, 


IN diſcuſſing the ſubjects of this eſſay, I 


ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate, 


1ſt, The propriety and utility of preventing 
the Venereal Evil. 


2d, The practicability of the meaſure. 


3d. The expediency of the preſent attempt 
to promulgate ſuch means as are proper for 
this purpoſc, 


4th, 
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4th, I ſhall explain the general nature, and 
ſpecify the proper manner, and time of apply- 
ing the preventative liquid recommended to 
the Public in the following ſheets. 


And, laſtly, I ſhall ſubjoin ſome refleQions 
relative to the practicability of totally extir- 
pating the Venereal Diſorder, 


( 
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SECTION I. 


07 the "Au ety and Utility of preventing the 
Venereal Evil, 


HE idea of ts propagation 

of that evil commonly called the Vene- 
real Diſeaſe, by a method which ſecures the 
individual from the · injury of infection, in 
every inſtance where he indulges in a libidi- 
nous commerce, will very probably be repro- 
bated and condemned by ſome perſons, who 
will be apt to confider the attempt as an en- 
couragement to a vice which requires ſtill 
ſtronger reſtraints than any of thoſe to which 
it is already ſubjected. Before, therefore, I 
proceed further, I think it neceſſary to remove 
the objection which may be urged on this 
foundation, 


They 
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They who would ſeriouſly urge the objec- 
tion now mentioned, muſt adopt and take for 
granted the ſuppoſition, that the danger of 
contracting a painful, loathſome, and highly 
noxious diſeaſe, is a powerful and very gene- 
rally deterring obſtacle to illicit, libidinous en- 
joyment. But this is aſſuming a principle as 
true, of which not only there is no proof, but 
both reaſon and ents agree in proving, 
the contrary. | 

There is, it is well known, a natural pro- 
penſity to pleaſure implanted in the human 
breaſt, which, being once oppoſed or ſubjected 
to reſtraint, from whatever cauſe, will become 
the more impatient and incontroulable; and 
in ſpite of every dangerous impediment will be 
apt to break through its coercive boundaries, 
upon certain emotions or defires being excited. 

The degree and impulfive i of thoſe 
natural emotions will ever depend on and be 
proportioned to.the operation of the reſtrain- 
ing cauſe, prohibiting, as it were, the ardent 
ſtruggles of animated paſſion ; which gaining 
additional ſtrength from the ſtimulus of oppo- 
fiuon, will at length ſurmount eyery obſtacle 
to 


CE 


to the favourite enjoyment ; to which it then 
ruſhes with an irreſiſtible impetuoſity. 

Thus the reciprocated action and re- 
action ſubſiſting between any reſtraining 
cauſe, and the paſſions of ſenſual appetite 
of whatever kind, will always ſerve as 
a powerful ſtimulus to encreaſe the latter; 
which can never be ſubjugated by reſtraint, 
without the danger of becoming very inordi. 
nate indeed ; and muſt then unavoidably pre- 
yail, unleſs where there happens to be an un- 
common ſhare of Platonic temperance to argue 
Reaſon's cauſe, in oppoſition to natural paſ- 
fion and inclination. I believe, however, few 
of the young men of this age, for whoſe ſake 
and fafety this publication is principally in- 
tended, are encumbered with that ſpecies of 
cold philoſophic virtue: and I will appeal to 
the impartial teſtimony of their feelings and 
experience for the truth of what I have juſt 
now advanced with reſpe& to the effects of 


the danger of the evil 1a queſtion; and, that 


paſſion ſtrongly excited cannot be abſolutely 
controuled from that or any other obſtacle. 


Having fo far by (I hope ſatisfactory) rea- 


ſoning, endeayoured to obviate the erroneous \ 


and 
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and ill-founded objection of its encouraging 


vice, ſhould this be ſuggeſted againſt our ſalu- 
tary plan, I ſhall now take the ſubjeQ up in 
an oppoſite point of view ; that 1s, with a de- 
ſign to prove that the prevention of this evil, 


. ſo far from tending to encourage vice, is on 


the contrary, calculated to counteract it; and 
if fully eſtabliſhed, would have a very happy 
effect in diminiſhing the moſt wicked and 
dangerous ſpecies of it; which will cafily be 


/ comprehended from what follows. 
> Me will ſuppoſe, for a moment, that ſome 
men are (and undoubtedly there are ſome,) 


over-awed by the danger of this evil in direct 
violence to their paſſions; which being granted 
I humbly aſk your rigid votaries of virtue, 
what would be the probable conſequence to 
ſociety, were this to be the general caſe? I 
belicve the candid anſwer of truth to this 
queſtion, would tend to convict ſuch as I now 


allude to, either of an unpardonable error, or 


of diſſimulation; and I am fully perſuaded that 
every man who has hut a moderate knowledge 
of the world will join with me in thinking that 
the exiſtence of the ſhocking ey il, which we 

have 


„ 


have occaſion ſo often to ſpeak of, is a moſt 
dangerous enemy to female virtue. j 

For whenever 1t repells the amoxoys paſ- 
ſion from that channel which it occupies, it 
will moſt probably direct its courſe to another 
of more ſafety, in queſt of the object of con- 
.cupiſcence ; which 1t there affails with every 
cunning addreſs of difingenuous artifice, with 
every plauſible but ſelfiſh ſtratagem of baſe 
deſign, commonly ſupported by the moſt aſſi- 
duous importunity, unremitting attention, and 
indefatigable perſeverance to crown the 
whole ; until a conqueſt of the unguarded fair 
one ſo nobly, (or rather ſo diſhonourably) 
fought for, is gained. 

7 do not judge it neceſſary further to explain 
the mode by which the danger of this evil may 
be ſaid to operate as an enemy to female vir- 
tue; nor to point out more particularly how 
the prevention, and total removal of it, would 
conſequently diminiſh, and render leſs fre- 
quent that ſpecies of libidinous vice, I have 
Juit now ſpoken of; as I conceiye this will P- 
pear ſufficiently obvious. 


A Having 


1 
IE 


_ £ d 
4  _ — + 1 a” _ n 
Vx. 7 os ah x" _ 2 W — 8 
a * — "* * 83 > TEK . 8 5 = 
— . * bh ö —— 1 5 — * » +», . * * 
3 - [ . 5 » LY A 
——- D 4 ** — _— 3 ' 232 _— 
r | — — mes * — ns 4.4 — \ wt , _ 
— E * 0 * 8 — . - o - . - . — 
2 * 2 - 5. — — — — "Ate + 
Ia -£,- 4 5 e = = K — — - -_— * 
my 4 2 2 


> * 


— — WV, + 3 
— „ 4 -XT . 4 4 
G3 "> 1 * 1 


r 
—— — 222 


— 


age" — 
A atg7,7 PS i; 


W 2 4, 


2 + p 8 B 
Py” * — — * «2 Y 
3 — 

* * 

L = FS 


———_— 


* Fa 


* 


S 


— — 


* V. nee P 
2 uy N © > - a 29 % 4 
« 17> git FIRE ae = 
mY KY - —__ 


N — — 
— - a 
We - 

Y * 1 — —— * 0 . 8 * beg * 2 ks =» 5 #55, - = Py = * * % a4 - 

— 2 — >. — * 33 e * a * * * e W—_ » we #72 — — - _—_ * 
ro ans hon LES ** © = —X - 0 " 
- 6 — * 3 > _— - 
” — «A 5 T% v4 - 9 - 5 ne 9 * * "ov - — — 2 = — — of eG — __ 
5 4 \4 * 2 — * - 9 N E a. 2 * a — * * * LES 
YZ — 


ws q "3 
. — W e 
. — 
— — * 
if — . 


— — 


—— 2 —— ů ů ů — 4 A „ 1 — 


A ” 
+ / ew ef - 


——— 


— 


9 — 
K» + 


. 
. — ** woe 
— OI 


* — * av 
"x a. bh 


Sarto 
IE 
2. 


„ . 
rw 1 914 


n 


— * — 2 
— 1 „ 2 he 
. 2. 9 

— 


rc + 
SEES, 


— 


2 — 
— — 


89 5 
4 3 7 
e * 
22 4 4 rs "Os 
— A 2 


. 


3 „ 
* 


— - - 
4 44 
* — 


1 


Having thus endeavoured to obviate an 
objection which may probably be urged 
againſt an attempt to promulgate means of 
ſecuring the individual from the infection 
of the Venereal Evil; I now proceed more 
directly to ſhew the utility that may reſult 
from ſuch an undertaking. The utility will 
be apparent from taking a view of the various 
evils which are known to be the conſequences 
of the propagation of the diſorder in queſtion. 

The evils that flow from the prevalence of 
the Venereal Diſeaſe, relate either to indivi- 
duals or to the public. The evils incurred 
from it to individuals refer either to their bo- 
dies or to their minds. The bodily ſufferings 
ariſe either ohn more immediate or more 
remote effecid Pain and anguiſh, often of 
long continuance, are its immediate effects: 
its remote ones are ſo numerous and ſo com- 
plicated, that I ſhall only refer to them in a 
general way. 

It would be needleſs to advert the attention 
of the reader to a number of affecting objects 
around us who carry about with them, and ex- 
hibit to public view, too ſtriking marks of per- 
ſonal detormity from this cauſe ; as that would 

only 


19 
only be renewing in our ideas ſuch images of 
diſguſt as we would wiſh to avoid the recol- 
lection of. But beſides theſe very obvious marks 
of perſonal injury, inflited by this cruel enemy 
to pleaſure, on thoſe moving ſpectacles of mi- 
ſery, which are ſufficiently impreſſive on our 


ſenſes and feelings without any aſſiſtant deſcrip- 
tion; there is a variety of occult deformities 


and defects proceeding immediately from the 


ſame cauſe, which delicacy forbids me to de- 
ſcribe; but which nevertheleſs demand ſerious 
animadverſion: as alſo many conſtitutional diſ- 
eaſes more properly coming under the appella- 
tion I have beſtowed, which we may reaſon- 
ably preſume, derive their exiſtence, though 
very remotely, alſo, from this common origin 
having laid the foundation of an antecedent 
prediſpoſition; a ſtaminal debility. 

The numerous diſeaſes deducible from the 
above origin come under various denomi— 
nations in medical practice; fo that the idea of 
the firſt fundamental cauſe is entirely loſt and 
forgotten: ſuch are all thoſe entailed by the 
original victims on their innocent poſterity in 
the form of glandular and other cachectic affee- 
tions: as alfo ſeyeral diſeaſes of the neryous 
kind, | 
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I muſt forbear, however, here to enter into 


a more particular enumeration of the diſeaſes 


I have referred to, as it would be foreign to 
the plan and limits of this work. 1 therefore 
take my leave of this ſubject at preſent; ha- 


ving in view to beſtow further animadyerfions 


on what relates to it in a future publication; 
wherein the Venereal Malady, with the con- 
ſequences of its improper management ſhall 
be confidered, and the moſt adyiſeable mode 
of treatment pointed out. 

I ſhall here take the liberty, in conſequence 
of the hint which I have juſt thrown out, to 
obſerve, that there is too great a diverſity of 
favourite plans, or methods, with different prac- 
tioners for treating this diſeaſe; nor is it pro- 
bable that all of them can be right. I believe 


it may be ſafely ſaid, that the whole injury 


accruing to health from this ſource is not to be 
imputed to the immediate ſpecific action of 
the virulent cauſe of infection: for I have long 
been of opinion, that oftentimes, perhaps for 
the moſt part, it has only afforded occaſion 
of adding ſecondary cauſes powerfully de- 
ſtructive, and in ſome inſtances fatal; and I 
am perſuaded that the injudicious, the too 


: faſhion» 


CF 


faſhionable, the prepoſterous uſe, or rather 
abuſe, of mercurial medicines has at leaſt more 
than an equal ſhare in producing thoſe miſ- 


chievous conſequences to health, which are 


more commonly attributed to the diſeaſe. 

I would not wiſh it to be underſtood from 
what I have ſo freely advanced relative to the 
uſe of mercury, that I mean to depreciate 
ſuch an indiſpenſible article of the materia 
medica; or to become a proſelyte to another 
faſhionable ſyſtem of exploding the uſe of this 
moſt valuable drug, and pretending to cure 
the ſyphilitic diſeaſe, without its aſſiſtance. 
— No; ſuch pretenſions are merely machina- 
tions of medical deception, which can never 
be either deviſed or encouraged by thoſe who 
haye any claim to an acquaintance with that 
liberal ſcience. | 

Beſides the bodily perſecution from this ini- 
mical diſeaſe, the mind alſo, muſt, inevitably par- 
ticipate very largely in the affliction, from the 
excruciating and intolerable reflection of hav- 
ing been ſo completely duped and overcome 


by the wanton influence of a domineering paſ- 
>, fion, betraying it, and leading the body to its 


own deſtruction, in proſtituting health; which, 
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being the moſt valuable poſſeſſion we enjoy, 
thus becomes often a permanent ſacrifice to 
momentary pleaſure. 

From a view of what has been ſaid, does it 
not appear to be our duty to uſe whatever 
means we are acquainted with for preventing 
the occurrence of ſuch a grievous injury ?—It 
moſt certainly is, as I really conceive, the duty 
of humanity ſo to do: it being always indiſpen- 
fibly incumbent on us, as rational beings, to 
endeayour to avert, and allo to leſſen and pal- 
liate, as much as in our power, every ſpecies of 
miſery incident to human exiſtence. We ought 
not therefore to ſuffer our Reaſon to be oyer- 
whelmed and perverted by ridiculous ſuper- 
ſtition, whimfical error, or ſenſeleſs preju- 
dice, in open. violation of her kind dictates 
for our own preſervation, as well as that of 
our fellow-creatures; whoſe unfortunate ſuffer- 


ings, though even they may have been 1ncur- 


red by wicked imprudence, we ſhould never- 
theleſs, be ever ready to ſoften and alleviate. 
The tender impulſes, and the truly ſumpa-— 
thetic voice of Philanthropy, would here in- 
cline me to advert to the pitiable fituation of 
proſtituted (many of them alſo perſecuted) 
females, 


} 


(.. 23-7] 


females, ſo numerouſly exiſting in this city ; 
the majority of whom, I may venture to ſay, 
having been firſt proſtituted through the de- 
ceptive means of cruel and infamous ſeduction, 
are afterwards perſecuted by ſucceſſive deluges 
of miſery and diſtreſs. 

Hitherto, in conſidering the utility of our 
preventative plan, I have been endeavour- 
ing to prove this with reſpect to indivi- 
duals; but the ſame plan would alſo be very 
conducive to the public good. This I think 
is not to be doubted, as the objects of it 
are the ſubjects of the ſtate; and cannot ſuf- 
fer materially from any general evil, without, 
in ſome degree, a general participation of hurt- 
ful conſequences extended through the whole 
political body. And now I take permiſſion 
to obſerve, that this evil affects the national 
welfare in a twofold, or in a primary and ſe- 
condary way. The firſt of theſe alludes to 
the preſent diſqualification of thoſe labouring 
under it from being of the leaſt ſervice to the 
community, whilſt they are long, and neceſ- 
ſarily, ſuſpended from their reſpective em- 
ployments, during the time (which is too often 
the caſe) of a tedious, loathſome cure, perhaps 
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never to be compleated. The ſecondary ef- 
fects alluded to, are thoſe (of which I have 
made mention before) ſo commonly entailed 
to the offspring of the firſt ſufferers 5 which 
may receive additional ſtrength from their 
own imprudent debaucheries of the ſame 
kind; and the deſtructive conſequences ſtill 
continuing to be handed down, will naturally 
lay the foundation of much conſtitutional 
imbecillity. From which we may reaſonably 
preſume, that the ſtate is deprived of a race 
ſo vigorous and healthy, as they otherwiſe 
would have been, had this exotic malady never 
appeared ; and conſequently ſuſtains a mate- 
rial 8 the extent of which cannot be aſ- 
certained “. 5 . 

Thus I have endeavoured to confute the 
only objection that can be adduced againſt 
the propriety of our preventative plan, and to 


demonſtratc its utility, both to individuals and 
the public. 


* Since I ſent the above to be printed, I obſerve that a late medical 
writer has computed „that upwaids of thirty thouſand of our fellow-crea- 
tures in this iſland die, annually, of complaints which obtain the general 
name of a conſumption: the ſource of which mortality he conſiders as ori- 


ginating in a great meaſure from the various ſueceſſive degrees of venereal 
infection. 


SECTION 
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Of the Practicability of preventing the Venereal 
Evil. 


T is univerſally admitted, that the pro- 
duction of the Venereal Diſeaſe, except- 
ing thoſe caſes where the diſorder is heredi- 
tary, does in every caſe depend upon the ap- 
plication of a certain poiſonous matter to ſome 
part of the body; and that generally this ap- 
plication is to the parts of generation, in con- 
ſequence of libidinous commerce with another 
perſon affected with the ſame diſeaſe. 
gl | This diſorder is obſerved to appear under 
different forms and circumſtances in different 
perſons, and even in the ſame perſon on dit- 
ferent occaſions. Now, as we know that the 
natural texture and materials of the parts, to 
which the venereal poiſon is uſually applied, 
are invariably the ſame in every ſubject; and 
as it is generally admitted, that the virus 1s, 
in all cafes, ſpecifically the ſame; ſo thoſe - 
differences muſt depend either on the adventi- 
nous diverſity of the virus itſelf, or on the 


accidental 


— * — 1 8 =, — - 

* * 

„ 2 5 > l av 47 * 4 . 144 3 * 
e 1 l — . 
— —— 0 — * — —̃ — 2 

— : <4 wt + of * E — 

2 25527 — * _ nf wy + — — 2 — % —_— — 
: 4 \ - — 8 


— 
— 
—— 


— . —— 


4” 
4 "IY -* — — 22 - . 
3 


2 * * 
Fon ——— HT 14 3: „ 


« * 
—_—_— 
OS —  — 


J 
* 


( 26 ) 


accidental different ſtates of the parts to which 
it is applied. 

To evince, therefore, the probable dl 
cability of preventing the Venereal Evil, after 
the application of the virus; it will be proper 
to make ſome obſervations on the differences 
to which either the infection, or the p: :ts 
uſually expoſed to it, are ſubject on different 
occaſions; alſo on the great variety that oc- 
curs reſpecting the time of the appearance of 
any ſymptom of the diſorder after the appli- 
cation of the virus; and on its more imme- 
diate effects reſulting from theſe ſources of 
diverſity. 

The venereal virus, though generally al- 
lowed to be of one and the ſame kind in all 
caſes, is nevertheleſs ſubject to great variety, 
in reſpe& to its power or readineſs of action; 
and this, principally, according as 1t is more 
concentrated, or more diluted, with other 
matter. 

The parts to which the virus is uſually ap- 
plied, are alſo, on different occaſions, very 
differently circumſtanced, in reſpec either of 
their ſuſceptibility of being ated upon by the 


yirus, or of the —_—_ or leis readineſs with + 
8 which 


(⁴ν 
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which they admit or favour its conveyance 
into the ſyſtem. 

Theſe accidental differences belonging to the 
parts, will depend either on their greater or 
leſs ſenſibility or irritability ; or on their being 
more or leſs covered with adhering matter. 

Now a clear view of thefe circumſtantial 
differentcs, reſpectively conſidered, will afford 
an explanation of the varieties above-men- 
tioned, obſervable on different occaſions, re- 
ſpecting the time of the appearance of any 
ſymptom of the diſorder, after the application 
of the virus; and of its more immediate ef- 
fects after its action has begun to take place. 

We may obſerve, that before this diſorder 
aſſumes the ſyphilitic form in the parts al- 
luded to, the venereal poiſon ſometimes -re- 
mains there long, without ſhewing any ſigns 
of its preſence ; in which caſe, if none of the 
virus has yet been abſorbed, it may ſtill be 
prevented doing miſchief at any period before 
that takes place. The flower action of the 
poiſon, in ſuch cafes, depends on the conjoined 
circumſtances ot its comparative weakneſs and 
accidental locality ; viz. being depoſited on the 
parts zy hich are leaſt ſuſceptible: for when the 
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virus is of the weaker or more diluted fort, 


and it happens to be depofited on any part 
of the glans or prepuce, at ſome diſtance from 
the orifice, or outer extremity of the urethra, 
and there being an impaired ſuſceptibility at 
the ſame time; then may it remain on that 
ſurface a conſiderable time dor mant and inac- 
tive, until, the enveloped particles having ac- 
quired more ſtrength by aſſimilating matter in 
contact, it becomes ſufficiently potent to pro- 


duce injury; when it will probably make its 


firſt impreſſion where it has ſo long reſided, 
by exciting inflammation and, ulcer, 
| : SO, 
Let us ſuppoſe the circumſtances to be ex- 


actly as J have juſt deſcribed, in every parti- 


cular ; and at the ſame time that there may 
happen to be ſome peculiar or extraordinary 
aptitude in the abſorbents of that ſpot where 
the weak virus has been depoſited; then do I 
imagine to be the moſt likely time for the in- 
feRion to ſteal, as it were, imperceptibly into 
the ſyſtem, without exhibiting previous marks 
on the genitals, or ever ſhewing any ſymp- 
toms of its exiſtence in the habit; for perhaps 


a great length of time afterwards, 


Such 


& 29 ) 
Such caſes as I have laſtly alluded to, are 


by far the moſt dangerous conſequent on the 
Evil, the prevention of which I treat of ; be- 
cauſe from deceptive appearances, or rather 
from no appearance at all, the unwary ſuf- 
ferer is betrayed into a fatal neglect, often 
never to be compenſated. Here a proper 
preventative application would have been of 


the moſt important uſe, and have afforded . 


that ſecurity to health, that perhaps no means 
after tan poſſibly effect, from the peccant 
cauſe lurking ſo long in the body, and be- 
coming radically ingrafted into the habit. 

We will next ſuppoſe that the infeRion, as 
above-mentioned, is ſtill of the weaker, or 
more diluted ſort ; but that it is now depoſited 
on, or cloſely near to, the extremity of the 
urethra, into which it will very readily infi- 
nuate itſelf; and this may poſſibly happen al- 
moſt immediately after the impure embraces. 
The membrane of that paſſage, we know, is 
endued with the moſt exquiſite ſenſibility, and 
in proportion thereto is the ſuſceptibility by ſo 
much the greater than in the other external 
parts; therefore the virulent cauſe may by ir- 
ritation alone, where irritability is ſo remark- 

able, 
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able, very ſoon produce ſymptoms of go- 
norrhœa, without the neceflity of acquiring 
more ſtrength, as in the other circumſtances : 
and thoſe ſymptoms will much ſfodner be ex- 
cited, when the infectious matter, thus depo- 
fited about the orifice, is more fully impreg- 
nated with virulent particles. 

In caſes then, where the accidental locality 
of the virus favours the production of gonor- 
rhœa, it is generally of ſuthcient ſtrength to 
occaſion the ſymptoms belonging to this form 
of the dilcaſe at the time it is firſt received, 
without the neceſſity, as I have already 
hinted, of being allowed longer time to be- 
come more active; which it might probably 
require for producing the ſymptoms of the 
other form. For I ſtate it as a general poſi- 
tion, that venercal matter is always capable 
of acquiring additional ſtrength in proportion 
to the time it may have remained without 
counteracting means. 

If the infection has been received from a 
perſon having the diſeaſe in the moſt invete- 
rate, malignant form, it is probable that it will 
then, being more concentrated, and conſe- 


quently more active, make its firſt impreſſion 
externally, 


| C3) 

externally, or wherever it may have been 
depoſited, very ſoon ; and always the ſooner 
(ceteris paribus) in proportion to the degree 
of its virulence. | 

Now, fince all venereal infection is ſpeci- 
fically the ſame; and as, from what has been 
ſaid, it appears that the difference of its ope- 
ration, fo far as it is to be confidered by it- 
ſelf, is owing to the various modifications of its 
commixture withother matter; it therefore fol- 
lows, that the ſame antidote which is qualified to 
counteract itin any one inſtance, will, upon be- 
ing applied to it, prove fully ſufficient for that 
purpoſe in every other. Hence the practicabi- 
lity of preventing the venereal evil, even after 
the reception of the virus, may readily be ad- 
mitted ; provided a liquid can be found which 
upon application to the part that received it 
(whether in the male or female) and before 


its hurtful effects have begun to take place, is 


capable of readily altering its qualities, and 
rendering it innocent: but if this liquid is alſo 
capable of acting upon the part of the body 
to which the virus is applied, ſo as to render 
this leſs ſubject to its impreſſion, the practica- 

bility 
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bility of prevention is rendered ſtill more pro- 
bable. . 

I preſume that thoſe medical gentlemen 
who are of the opinion that all yenereal con- 
tagion is ſpecifically the fame, and who alſo 


allow the efficacy of topical means, injection, 


as all that is neceſſary in curing gonorrhea, 
will readily admit the far greater certainty of 
correcting the virus by the ſame means (I 
confine my idea to ſuch only as I have a 
knowledge of) before it.has had an opportu- 
nity by time to acquire more ſtrength, dr 
made any morbid impreſſion : for there is no 


reaſon to ſuppoſe, nor indeed will it admit of 


doubt, but that a well appropriated medicine 
externally applied, and brought into immedi- 
ate contact with the venercal poiſon before it 
has commenced its attack, and taken faſt hold 
of the body which may have received it, will 
with far more certainty counteract and de- 
ſtroy it, than medicines introduced into the 
ſyſtem, whoſe ſpecific power (if by ſuch they 
act) muſt be conſiderably changed and im- 


Paifed by the proceſs which they have neceſ- 


farily to undergo in the body, before they can 
poſſibly arrive at the feat of the morbid cauſe, 
or 


( 33 ) 
or even Join the maſs of fluid which it may 
have contaminated. 

Thus far I have endeavoured to evince, by 
reaſoning from the nature of the thing, the 
probable prafticability of preventing the pro- 
duction of the venereal malady, by the means 
lately mentioned applicd after the reception 
of the poiſon, and before it has commenced 
its operation. 

I now further affirm the actual practicabi- 
lity of it on the foundation of my own prac- 
tice and long experience in the uſe of a liquid 
that I have invented the efficacious quality 
of which has been abundantly decided from 
real experiment: and had I no rational the- 
ory to adduce, or no collateral authority of 
note to refer to, (both of which I hope will 
ever have their weight, and I can ſafely con- 
gratulate myſelf upon having the advantage 
of them) to corroborate my opinion, and 
aſſertions with reſpect to the ſalutary proper- 
ties of this liquid; my own ſatisfactory ex- 
perience of it alone would ſuthciently war- 
rant me in expreſſign the moſt favourable and 
_ confident ſentiments of its intrinſic value, 
and js the teſt of authenticity on which I more 
firmly rely. | 
Of 


. 1 
Of this liquid I have had above eleven 


years knowledge; a time fully ſufficient for 
me to become acquainted with, and to prove 
its real merit: in aſcertaining which I have 
been at conſiderable pains, and have beſtowed 
on it the moſt anxious and unremitting atten- 
tion, in order to be enabled to judge of it 
with an adequate degree of certainty, before 
I ventured on the meaſure of making it gene- 
rally public—a meaſure which I now feel my- 
ſelf fully authorized to adopt on the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial grounds. 
 Befides my uſe of the liquid I have men- 
tioned, in this country; J have alſo had am- 
ple opportunities of trying it in a variety of dif- 
ferent climates abroad, during the time I was 
on public ſervice in America and in the Weſt 
Indies ; the reſult of which was invariably the 
ſame as I have already repreſented ever 
favourable: and indeed I have not yet known, 
or heard even of a fingle diſappointment in 
any cafe where it was uſed conformably to my 
directions with reſpe& to time and mode. 
For it is on the faithful preſumption of an 
exact conformity and ſtrict adherence to every 


particular of them, that I am to conſider my- 
ſelf 
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ſelf reſponſible for the certainty of its preven- 
tative effect in ſecuring thoſe who uſe it. 

Should any doubt ſtill remain with ſome, 
who, from prejudice or otherwiſe, may not 
enjoy an adequate faith in preventative means, 
I will moſt chearfully, for their ſatisfaction, 
nay, I will very fondly indeed accede to any 
fair, I mean undeceptive, meaſure that they 
ſhall chuſe to propoſe for further trials of the 
liquid, and will gladly ſeize upon every future 
opportunity within my power, that can exhi- 
bit ſuch unequiyocal caſes as to afford them 
the moſt deciſive and ſatisfactory proof of its 
eſficacy that can poſſibly be obtained. 
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S E C TI ON m. 
£7 Of the  Expediency of the preſent Attempt to. 
B promulgate proper Means of preventing the 
| Venereal Diſcaſe. 


— 


Variety of different applications for 
preventing Venereal Injury has been 
taken notice of by medical gentlemen as likely 
to prove uſeful; none of which, however, as 
= far as I know, have been found to anſwer 
1 that end ſo fully as to obtain the character of 
I efficacy, or procure them a confidential recom- 
mendation from men of profeſſional repute. 
This conſideration, therefore, ſuggeſts the ex- 
pediency of the preſent attempt to promulgate 
certain means invented upon rational princi- 
ples, and known from experience to be qua- 
lified for the purpoſe intended. 

Before I proceed to the deſcription of the 
means now mentioned, I beg leave to make a. 
tew remarks on ſome particular articles that 
have been uſed for prevention. 

; Some preventatives which have been very 


ſpeciouſly recommended, and publicly extolled 
in 
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in thiscity as infallible ; are nevertheleſs repre- 
ſented to have done much miſchief to ſeveral 
perſons who were induced to have free re- 
courſe. to the application of them. This may 
ſeem the more extraordinary, as they are ſaid 
to be uſed merely externally, or in the form 
of a lotion only; but indeed, from what I 
underſtand of the quality of ſuch lotion, the 
urethra could not poſſibly bear the applica- 
tion of it. | 

The circumſtance which I have heard moſt- 
ly complained: of is, that of corrugating the 
part to which it had been applied, impairing 
its natural ſenſibility, and ingucing in it a cal- 
lous induration and rigidity. This effect, or 
change upon the part, is evidently owing to 
ſome very acrid or corrrofive quality in the 
lotion applied; which will act more or leſs 
powerfully, according to the greater or leſs 
degree of ſuſceptibility or natural delicacy 
prevailing there. 

Such applications, even although they may 
be moſt efficaciouſly qualified to deſtroy the 
nature of the venereal virus abſtracted from 
the body, will nevertheleſs prove to be very 
inadequate to that purpoſe when the thing is 
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eonfidered phyſiologically with reſpect to 
the body; for, inſtead of producing that 
grateful ſenſation on the nervous extre- 
mities of the different fine vaſcular organs 
of the glans penis, and orifice of the ure- 
thra, or of the vagina, which would be 
ſubſer vient to, and facilitate their ſlutary 
action, ſo eſſentially neceſſary upon ſucn occa- 
ſions, the irritating lotion would induce a ſud- 
den rigid contraction of the ſenſible mouths 
of thoſe veſſels, by which means it would be 
excluded from entering them; and, conſe- 
quently, could not be depended upon to an- 
ſwer the purpoſe after the elapſe of ſo much 
time after connection, as is ſaid to be allowed ; 
it then becoming occaſionally neceſſary that 
ſome of the preventative ſhould be received 
into the ſubſtance, and partially abſorbed. 

But further; ſuch a lotion as I have been 


ſpeaking of, is, independently of its quality, 


alſo very defective as to the mode of exhibi- 
tion, or manner and time of uſing it conſi- 
dered together; and even on this account 
ſeems really deſtitute of principle. 

The apparent fimplicity, however, of this 
mode, which confiſts only in waſhing, is the 
yery circumſtance which the more readily 
- reconclles 
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reconciles it to uſe; and the peculiar eaſe and 
conveniency of exhibition in this way ſerve as 
the greater inducement to make trial of the 
preventative article. But the ſucceſs of ſuch a 
mode is utterly precarious, on that plan of 
latitude given with reſpect to time, which fur- 
ther enhances a reconciliation to it; for al- 
though it may anſwer the intended purpoſe in 
many inſtances, its effect will entirely depend 
on conditional circumſtances ; the knowledge 
of which may eafily be gained from an atten- 
tive review of the preceding and ſubſequent 
ſections, wherein the principles ſupporting 
the propriety of this obſervation, and by which 
that 1s explained and proved are contained ; 
as will ſufficiently appear to thoſe who are 
willing to enquire into, and ſenſibly conſider 
this matter upon the foundation of reaſon, and 
agreeably to what is there advanced. 

Some other articles have been propoſed and 
alſo made ule of for this purpoſe, on principles 
that are quite erroneous, and would defeat 
the very intention for which they are to be 
employed: ſuch, for example, as unctuous 
applications, ſometimes previouſly uſed with a 
view to obſtruct the introduction of the infec- 
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tion, and ſhut it out; and alſo ſubſtances of the 
ſame kind, medicinally impregnated, to be 
uſed after the expoſure to Venereal Injury, 
Such means employed with the former of theſe 
intentions might poſſibly enough afford a tem- 
porary precluſion of the virus; but at the 
ſame time would tend very much to encreaſe 
the danger of the injury, in a way that ren- 
ders both of them equally objectionable 
Firſt, by entangling the infectious poiſon, and 
detaining it on the part until ſome of its partt- 
cles ſheathed over with the oil or other unc-' 
tuous ſubſtance, as yet in a bland Nate, are 
abſorbed ; a thanks the abſorbents not be fo 
readily diſpoſed to receive it, the oil remain- 
ing a greater length of time on the part, and 
there intercepting the perſpirable matter, will 
from thence be apt to acquire an acrimonious 
rancidity, that by eroding ſome part of the. 
ſurface, may poſſibly ſerve as an auxiliary to 
the virus, and finally co-operate with it in pro- 
ducing ſymptoms of local injury. Another 
very bad effect muſt attend the application of 
unctuous * matter in ſuch caſes, whether made 


* Walking the parts with cold water only would be a much ſafer expe- 
dient, as that might poſſibly leſſen the chance of injury; whereas the ap- 
plication of unctuous matter would inevitably enereaſe it, | 

before 
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before or after connection, or however im- 
pregnated; which is relaxing the tone, and 
thereby (independently of obturating the 
mouths) impairing, if not totally ſuſpending 
the functions of the exhalant or excretory 
veſſels of the part; on whoſe perfect condi- 
tion or vigour the expulſion of the morbid 
cauſe depends. 

A due attention to this laſt mentioned cir- 
cumſtance conſtitutes a principal indication, 
equally applicable in its principle, to the pre- 
vention or cure of Venereal Evil; and whe- 
ther partial or univerſal. 

I hope that the hint which I have juſt taken 
the liberty to offer, will not be looked upon 
as unſeaſonably introduced in this place; the 
deſign of it being to intimate the great im- 
portance of attending carefully to the vigour 
of either the general ſyſtem, or of that par- 
ticular part which may occafionally be the ſub- 
ject of our operations, in the reſpective plans 
of cure or of prevention. 

The utility of this indication cannot in my 
opinion, be too forcibly inculcated; and I am 
perſuaded, that the ideas forming ſuch an 
opinion are not only clearly ſupported by 

| rational 
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rational theory; but we have alſo had too 
many inſtances from experience of the perni- 
cious conſequences which have proceeded from 
a neglected attention to the indication in 
queſtion. 

Amongſt ſuch inſtances, many may be col- 
lected from thoſe caſes wherein mercur' has 
been thrown into the body moſ. | otulely, 
with an intention to ſubdue venereal evil, to 
no other purpoſe than that of encreaſing the 
miſchief. The hurtful effects of mercury thus 
adminiſtered ariſe from its peculiar action on 
the ſeveral organs of the body; thereby de- 
ſtroying their tone and functions, and inducing 
general debility; from whence the ſyſtem 1s 
robbed of that vigour ſo effentially neceſſary 
to overcome the morbid aſſailant; which, ſo 
far from ever yielding to ſuch injudicious treat- 
ment, will be found from thence to have ac- 
quired more obſtinacy, and to elude every 
other means for its removal; unleſs they ſhall 
be aſſiſted by ſuch as are qualified to obviate 
debility; and reſtore to a certain degree the 
| Impaired conſtitutional ſtrength. 

The indication, therefore, which I have 
ſtated, would admit of a very ſatisfactory ex- 

3 planation 
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planation on the foundation of pathologic rea- 
ſoning, and of experience; but to attempt a 
farther illuſtration of it here, would be a de- 
viation inconfiſtent with the plan of my inten- 
tions in this publication; in which I mean to 
confine myſelf to the confideration of local 
circumſtances, (upon which only the theory 
of prevention 1s founded), without launching 
into a general diſquifition on venereal ſymp- 
toms; the inveſtigation of which I intend to 
proſecute on another occaſion : And reſerving 
further animadverſions on the different pre- 
ventative articles ; what has been already ſaid, 
being, as I apprehend, ſufficient to demon- 
ſtrate the expediency of attempting to promul- 
gate ſuch means as are known from expe- 
rience to be qualified for anſwering the in- 
tended purpoſe ; I ſhall now proceed to give 
an account of thoſe means as are more im- 
mediately the object of this little work. 


SECTION 
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SECTION Hy. 


Of the general Nature and Form, and alſo of 

the proper Manner and Time of applying the 
Preventative Liquid, recommended by the Au- 
thor. 


PREVENTATIVE of the Venereal Evil, 

as I have already obſerved in the Se- 
cond Section, ſhould be of a liquid form; in 
order that it may (beſides ſome other inten- 
tions to be anſwered by liquidity) the more 
readily pervade every point, and if F may be 
permitted to uſe the expreſſion, minutely pe- 
netrate into every ſinus or lurking place where 
the venereal infection may have inſinuated 
itlelf. 

There are two eſſential properties which 
muſt indiſpenſibly belong to a liquid qualified 
for this intention, and upon which its ſalutary 
effects chiefly depend; the one ſpecific, the 
other ſtimulant; by the former, the virulent 
matter of infection is to be corrected and de- 
ſtroyed; by the latter, a certain action is to 
be excited in the excretories of the part it is 

| applied 
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applied to, from which the virus will- be 
thrown. off, and expelled. 

Now, as we know that very ſenſible mem- 

brane, the urethra, to be a part the moſt ſubje& 
to an immediate attack from this cauſe ; this 
knowledge is ſufficient to convince us of the 
occaſional neceſſity there muſt be of making 
the preventative application to that paſſage; 
and alſo ſuggeſts, that the Preventative ſhould 
be of ſuch a mild though gently ſtimulating 
quality as to render the free ule of it perfectly 
ſafe to that, as well as to every other part 
liable to be affected by the venereal virus, 
previous to its introduction into the habit. 
We are therefore admoniſhed, that a liquid 
for this purpoſe ought to be contrived with 
judicious accuracy, and a cautious attention; 
that in performing its intended office with ef- 
ficacy, it ſhall not excite pain, or be produc- 
tiye of any other hurtful inconvenience. 

A preparation poſſeſſing ſuch qualities as I 
have deſcribed, is here preſented to the public 
under the title of THE PRoPHYLACTIC Li- 
QUID “. 

* The word prophylatic, perl belonging to medical 


ſcience, will of courſe I preſume be familiar enough to every 
medical gentleman ; but as it may not probably be equally un. 


derſtood 
Part 
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This liquid which I take upon me to recom- 
mend for the ſalutary purpoſe aſſigned to it, 
conſiſts of an aqueous menſtruum artificially 
impregnated with certain fimple ſubſtances, 
partly vegetable and partly mineral, that are 
endued with fimilar properties with ſuch as I 
make choice of in the curative treatment of 
venereal complaints; and is contrived on ge- 
neral medical principles conſonant with thoſe 
which regulate my plan of practical indica- 
tions, and direct my intentions in the exhibi- 
tion of internal medicines for that purpoſe; — 
My knowledge of it is by no means a recent 
acquiſition, nor the production of accidental 
diſcovery ; but the genuine fruits of matute 
delibcration, and well-digeſted thoughts, which 
have been long and attentively exerted to- 
wards a particular favourite object; and were 
at firſt, ſuggeſted upon principles of rational 
probability, afterwards realized and confirmed 
on the ſolid foundation of experience. 


derſtood by all our readers, I ſhall take the liberty to ex- 
plain it.—It comes from a Greek verb, figuifying to preſerve ; 
and in medicine comprehends all that relates to the preſerva- 
tion of health, or the prevention of diſeaſe; in contradiſtinction 
to that part of medicine which treats of curing diſeaſes, called 
THERAPEUTICS. 


The 


1 


The form under which this Preventative 
Liquid may be occaſionally applied is of two 
kinds; lotion and injection. In the uſe of 
the former, the external parts on which the 
poiſon 1s ſuppoſed to have been depoſited, are 
waſhed with the liquid; in the latter, it is 
applied by way of injection into the urethra 
in males, or into the vagina in females. | 

The manner of applying the liquid is differ- 
ent, according to the two different forms of 
lotion and injection. In men, the perſon 
who uſes it is firſt to make water, and alſo to 
waſh the external parts of generation well 
with cold water, and dry them with a cloth 
before the, liquid is applied: having then 
poured ing a cup a ſufficient quantity of the 
liquid for the preſent occaſion, a portion of it 
is to be injected with a very ſmall ſyringe in- 
to the urethra, and retained there about the 
ſpace of a minute; afterwards: the prepuce 
being drawn back, this, together with the 
glans and the whole penis, are to be carefully 
waſhed over with the liquid remaining in the 
cup. 

In females a ſimilar proceſs is to be obſer- 


ved, uſing a large female ſyringe to throw 
the 
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the liquid into the vagina; which operation 
ſhould be repeated once or twice at the inter- 


val of about a minute; and the parts adjacent 
to the vaginal orifice are to be well waſhed 
over by means of a piece of ſponge, or ſoft 


linen, moi ſtened with the liquid. 


A ſingle application made in the way 1 have 
deſcribed; in cither ſex, is generally all that is 


neceſſary; but where a perſon diſcovers, from 
particular circumſtances of a connection, that. 


he has incurred very great danger of injury 
upon any occaſion, by having expoſed himſelf 
to infection of a highly malignant kind; and 
more eſpecially, when he alſo knows himſelf 
to be much pre-diſpoſed, or peculiarly liable 
to ſuch injury; I would adviſe, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, that the liquid be applied a ſecond 
time in the manner above directed, either 
the ſame night, at the time of going to bed, 
or immediately after riſing next morning. 

It ſometimes happens that the prepuce, from 
a natural ſtraitneſs, cannot eafily be brought 


back, ſo as to uncover the glans; in which 


caſe ſome of the liquid muſt be thrown be- 
tween them, and detained there for a little, 
in order that it may be intimately applied to 


every 


C a] 


every part of that ſurface where the infection 
lying hid very often commences its firſt at- 
tack. | 

Two other rules are moreoyer to be obſer- 
ved :—to avoid making water after applying 
the liquid as long as it can be held with eaſe, 
and not to dry the parts with a cloth after- 
wards. 

The different modes of exhibition being de- 
ſcribed, the proper time of applying the 
liquid, which is a matter of great importance 
to attend to, is next to be conſidered. 

As ſome men are averſe to the operation of 
injecting, it may perhaps be ſatisfactory to in- 
form them, that when it is convenient for | 
them to apply the liquid immediately after 
connection with an infected perſon, the form 
of lotion alone will be ſufficient without injec- 
tion: but in the caſe of females who have ſo 
expoſed themſelves, this latter form is never 
to be diſpenſed with, for a very obvious rea- 
ſon. 

Conſidering what has been premiſed, I can- 
not pretend to aſcertain the exact time for 
allowing the infection to make ſuch impreſ- 
lion as may be ſuppoſed out of the reach of 

| D preventative 
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preventative means; but we know from expe-. 


rience what is ſufficient to guide us almoſt. 
ſecure; and it is our buſineſs, in the preſent 
plan, to fix upon ſuch a period of time for the 
application of thoſe means as we are certain 
comes within any ſpace at which Venereal In-. 
jury has ever been known to appear after the 
time of impure conneRion. 


I think it highly probable, that Venereal 


Injury may be prevented at any time before 


abſorption takes place, or local ſymptoms ap- 
pear, when the infection remains externally. 


on the glans, prepuce, or other part of the 


penis; or before it has produced ſymptoms 
of gonorrhea, when taken into the urethra, 
But the mode of application which we intend 
to uſe, muſt ultimately regulate our determi- 
nation in point of the time of making it; it 
being obvious that the ſame method which 
might be very effectual in the former of thoſe 
two circumſtances I have juſt mentioned, 
where the virus remains on a part that is ex- 
poſed, could have no effect at all in the lat- 
ter, where the virus being conveyed to the 
urethra ſpeedily inſinuates itſelf ſo far within 


that paſſage as to get out of the reach of ſuch 
application; 
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application; whence is indicated the neceſſity 
of uſing ſome inftrument of conveyance in 
the one caſe, which there is no occaſion for in 
the other, in order to purſue the infection in 
its route, and overtake it before it may have 
produced morbid ſymptoms. 

Now, as there are no viſible marks, previ- 
ous to the appearance of the diſeaſe, by which 
it is poſſible for us to diſtinguiſh between thoſe 
circumſtances which would render the one 
form ſafe by itſelf, or conſtitute the neceſſity 
of joining with it the other; we are neceſſarily 
obliged to reſt our ſucceſs on a judicious atten- 
tion to time, The only alternative expedient 
of ſafety, therefore, where it is intended to 
prefer the form of lotion alone, which 1s the 
moſt ſimple and eaſy method, muſt conſiſt in 
the application of it almoſt immediately after 
connection, which will ſupercede the neceſſity 
of uſing the injection; but if this meaſure has 
been delayed or negleQed, then recourſe muſt 
unavoidably be had to both theſe forms toge- 
ther, at a more convenient, but within a certain 
limited time, | 

The time which I fix ton for this purpoſe 
is limited within the ſpace of ten hours after 
f D 2 dangerous 
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dangerous connection; for although I have 
good reaſon to ſuppoſe, that in general a much 
longer delay than this might ſafely enough be 
admitted of, yet it is highly adviſeable never 
to condeſcend to that unneceflarily ; and as 
we cannot aſcertain the degree of ſuſceptibi- 
lity in particular perſons, or that of the viru- 
lence of the infection upon any occaſion ; (on 
which circumſtances either the ſafety or the 

anger of ſuch delay will always depend) it 
ought, therefore, to be an invariable rule to 
apply the prophylaQic within the time already 


ſpecified, when convenient; and, generally 


ſpeaking, always as ſoon after that of ſuſpect- 


cd connection as abſolute conveniency will 
allow. | Es 
Though I never have obſerved ſymptoms 
of gonorrhea, or other yenereal injury, to take 
place for ſeveral hours after the period within 
which I have limited the application as above; 
yet infection, we know, may be conveyed 
into the urethra in one tenth part of that 
time. How then can any external waſh alone 
be depended on, when the liquid being exhi- 
bited in that form only, does not come in 


— 


contact with the infection thus out of reach, 


and 


6 


and conſequently cannot poſſibly act againſt, 
or deſtroy it? whence there is an abſolute 
neceſſity of employing an injecting inſtru- 
ment, after even a very ſhort time has elapſed. 

From what has been ſaid, it will appear, that 
the lotion is indiſpenſibly neceflary on every 
occaſion where the uſe of the preventative is 
requiſite; but that the injection will become 
ſo only from delay: for the remarkable ſuſ- 
ceptibility in the membrane of the urethra, 
and great facility with which virus depoſited 
about the orifice of that moſt ſenſible mem- 
brane may be taken into it, will not warrant 
the delay of one hour as fafe where external 
lotion alone 1s to be the mode which we de- 
pend upon. But the caſe is widely different 
when, at the ſame time, we intend to add the 
uſe of injection: for although the infection 
may have been carried into the urethra, and 
lodged in any part of that canal, it may ſtill 
be prevented doing injury, if none has alrea- 
dy appeared, by means of an injection en- 
dued with particular qualities ; nay, the good 
effects of ſuch means, in the way I have men- 
tioned, are as certain as any axiom that medi- 
cal ſcience will admit, or practical obſerva- 
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tion ſupport. But it will be invariably neceſ- 


 fary to throw in the liquid before inflamma- 
tion is excited, as that very circumſtance 
would render it not only abortive, but hurt- 


ful: for it is impoſſible that any preparation, 


however. weil adapted otherwiſe, can anſwer 


the defirable purpoſe of prevention, without 


poſſoſſing a gently ſtimulating power. 


This Prophylactic Liquid poſſeſſes ſuch a 
power, by means of which it excites in the 
excretories of the glands of the urethra a tem- 
porary vigour and a ſalutary motion, which is 
very ſubſervient to the expulſion of the virus; 
therefore, ſhould the injection be uſed whilſt 
the membrane of the urethra is in an inflamed 
ſtate, it muſt neceſſarily encreaſe this; and 
though even it had not that effect, it could not 
always reach the ſeat of the infection, until the 


inflammation bas been firſt ſubdued ; after 
which, the injection may be uſed with great 


advantage for the complete cure of the diſor- 
der, and the prevention of a gleet. 

I have been the more particular on this 
head, in order that my intentions with reſpect 
to the different forms and time of uſing the 
Prophylactic might be ſufficiently underſtood. 
I am 
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I am very ſenſible that I have made ſome de- 
viation from methodical accuracy here, in 
point of repetitions; but IJ have been led to 
that from an anxious attention to the very 
great importance of this part of my work; as 
the ſucceſs of the means very much depends 
on having the principles upon which they are 
to be exhibited rendered as plain as poſſible; 
and I hope this reaſon will be accepted of as a 
ſatisfa&ory apology. 

1 ſhall cloſe this Section with obſerving, 
that notwithſtanding the important utility of 
injections, both preventative and curative, 
and though ſo much approved of by the moſt 
competent judges, there is {till an aſtoniſhing 
prejudice prevailing with many people againſt 
them: nay, the very name 1s to ſome quite 
- alarming; and no doubt with ſome reaſon ; 
for we are ſufficiently aware that much miſ- 
chief has frequently been done by injections 
1mproperly uſed. The ſame may alſo be ſaid, 
and with as much truth, with reſpe& to me- 
dicines internally uſed. In neither caſe, how- 
ever, can we juſtly blame the reſpective 
modes of exhibition, abſtractedly confidered; 
but the abuſe or miſapplication of them ; a 
D 4 want 
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want of diſcernment in the practitioner, by 
making an injudicious ill timed uſe of means, 
or, perhaps, applying the ſame indiſcriminate 
means too generally. It is neceſſary that 
thoſe ſhould be varied according to conditional 
circumſtances in the cure of every diſeaſe; as 
what would be very uſeful at one time, or ſtage 
of a complaint, might be as hurtful at ano- 
ther; and vice verſa: but preventative appli- 
cations are exempt from ſuch conditional vari- 
ations of management; for when they are to 
be made uſe of, we are to ſuppoſe that the 
parts are then in a ſound, healthy ſtate, and 
not in the leaſt changed from their natural 
condition by any fort of morbid affection 
whatever; therefore the ſame application may 


invariably and very properly be uſed upon all 
neceflary occaſions, 


Reflections 


11 


Reflections on the paſibility of extirpating the 
Venereal Diſeaſe. 


OAT the prevention of the Venereal 
Evil within a limited time after the in- 
fection has been received, is abſolutely certain, 
(fo far as any thing depending upon human 
knowledge and execution may be deemed ſo) 
I have not the ſmalleſt doubt ®. Admitting 
then that unlimited experience will not fail 
to corroborate my aſſertions reſpecting the 
efficacy of the means which I have given an 
account of; and that the actual prevention of 
the evil in queſtion has been already proved 
in the uſe of the ProphylaQic Liquid; may 
it not reaſonably be inferred, (judging à pri- 
ori) that were its uſe to be univerſally ex- 
tended, a complete prevention, and conſe- 
quently a total extinction of the Venereal 
Malady might be eventually effected? 
Indeed, I cannot fee how this ſhould bear 
the imputation of ambiguity, when we take 


* This may ſeem a boldly aſſerted opinion; but J am fully 
ſatisfied! ot being able to demonſtrate the truth of what I have 


advanced by real and unequiyocal experiment. 
an 
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(3) 
an unbiafſed and impartial view of the mat- 
ter. In the firſt place, the evil treated of is 
an exotic, which was accidentally brought 
into this country at a particular zra: as a 
diſeaſe, it is entirely adventitious in its nature, 
and not ſpontaneous, or ſuch as we are conſti- 
tutionally ſubject to: it is always communi- 
cated by a particular contact with an infect- 
ed perſon; but never by any intermediate 
conveyance, as in the caſe of moſt, and I 
believe all other diſeafes produced from every 
other / ſpecies of morbiferous contagion.— 
When, therefore, we confider theſe circum- 
ſtances; and alſo that we can eafily ſubdue 
and remove the infectious injury from all 
thoſe who are are at preſent affected with it; 
and allowing me at the ſame time that credit 
for what I have aſſerted concerning the Pro- 
phylactic which 1 confidently claim a right 
to I ſay, thoſe circumſtances collectively 
conſidered, why ſhould there be difficulty in 
acknowledging the poſſibility of extinguiſhing | 
and entirely putting a period to the further 
progreſs of this horrid evil? I conceive, in- 
deed, that this might be effected in a ſhort 
time; even in the ſpace of a few months; but 
it 
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it would require a general concurrence, nay, 
an unanimous public exertion; as the executive 
plan could not be effectuated otherwife than 
by ſome inſtitution regularly eſtabliſhed by 
legiſlative authority, and ſupported on a pub- 
lic foundation. 

Suppoſing, however, that the Venereal Evil 
were to be extinguiſhed in this country by a 
temporary public ſpirited exertion of the ſtate: 
it may be objected, that this would not ſecure 
us a permanent exemption from it; as we 
ſhould till be liable to a revival of it amongſt 
us by means of foreign communication. That 
no doubt would be the caſe; unleſs every 
country with which we have intercourſe were 
at the ſame time alſo to adopt ſimilar plans, 
and eſtabliſh proper inſtitutions for the fame 
ſalutary purpoſe. 

I cannot help thinking that ſuch inſtitutions 
would be highly laudable, and of very 1m- 
portant benefit to mankind ; but I fear there 
is too little reaion to expect ſuch a happy 
event as the univerſal eſtabliſhment of them; 
and therefore, though on the conditions I have 
now ſtated, the total expiration of the Vene- 

real 
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real Evil appears pretty evidently to be poſ- 
fible ; yet when we conſider the complicated 
difficulties that obſtruct the fulfilling of theſe 
conditions; we are led obviouſly to perceive 
the impracticability of accompliſhing ſo de- 
fireable an end. 

Whatgver may be the ideas of ſome con- 
cerning a ſubje& which I have firſt undertaken 
the diſcuſſion of, or whateyer may prove the 
more general reception of this very imperfect 
performance in the world, I am happy in re- 
flecting that I was incited to the execution of 
it from laudable motives only; and that my 
own poſitive knowledge of the object recom- 
mended, conſciouſly ſuggeſting and affording 
me a conviction of its 4 has been the 

prevailing cauſe of my determination in now 
making it public. 

I ſhall only add, that notwithſtanding ſuch a 
preventative plan as I have hinted at ſhould 
never be univerſally adopted, nor any public 
inſtitution for that purpoſe be eſtabliſhed, I 
am induced, with a peculiar ſatisfaction, to 
perſuade myſelf, that what J have ſaid on the 
ſubje& of preyention will prove to haye been 


well 
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well beſtowed; as it will be the means of 
diſſeminating a very uſeful piece of informa- 


tion amongſt a conſiderable number of indi- 


viduals, who, duly impreſſed with a prudent 
regard for the ſafety of their. health, will 
thereby be directed to a certain expedient of 
preſerving it ſecurely from the danger of Ve- 
nereal Injury; of which ſalutary advantage 
they may very conveniently avail themſelves. 
So that in the limited point of view only, 
of the eflential benefit to individvals, without 
arriving at the full and perfe& accompliſh- 
ment of the object * at which I have aimed, 
I ſhall be highly gratified from the ſolacing 
reflection, that there is ſome merit in having 
rendered even a partial good to mankind. 
For although I feel myſelf much ſatisfied 
under the pleaſing influence of ſuch an idea, 
and would eſteem that alone as an ample © 
compenſation for whatever pains I have taken 
in forming this work, I have, nevertheleſs, 
ſtill in reſerve the additional ſatisfaction, not 
only in recognizing myſelf to be the author 


* A total ſubduction of the Venercal Exil. 
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of) an invention qualified for affording con- 
ſummate utility; but alſo of enjoying the 
moſt flattering expectations, that the uſe of the 
Prophy lactic will in time become generally 
extended, and as univerſally productive of 
public good. | | 


